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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
A must-read book for anyone who is interested in the ...
By Ahmad Faruqui
A must-read book for anyone who is interested in the history of Pakistan, a country with 180+million
citizens located in a very strategic and exceptionally volatile part of the globe. Pakistan has the fourth largest
army in the world that is armed with nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles. It has been at war with India, a
country several times bigger that is also armed with nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles, since their
mutual birth from the womb of British India in 1947. This book is based on a very detailed reading of the
writings of Pakistani army officers, both serving and retired, and on numerous interviews with key decision
makers in the Pakistani army. Spoiler alert: It is a very pessimistic book, probably the most pessimistic one
of the several books that have been published about Pakistan in the past decade and a half. She makes the
pessimistic views that I expressed in my book sound optimistic ("Rethinking the National Security of
Pakistan: The Price of Strategic Myopia," Ashgate Publishing, 2003). The book seems to be largely written
for policy makers in US and India. Perhaps the author has given up on Pakistan. I could not find any
recommendations for Pakistani policy makers. At times the book seems to be critical not only of the
Pakistani army and its misguided policies but of the entire nation of Pakistan, which gives the book an
unfortunate slant. Even with these weaknesses, I believe the book is a standout.
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